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Dear Friends and Supporters,

Reflections on the Past Year

As we look back on this past year, we are filled with a sense of achievement and gratitude. The Learn
Through Stories (LeTS) Foundation has made good progress in its mission to integrate storytelling
into education. Our journey has been enriched with some memorable experiences, each one
contributing to our collective success.
This year, our workshops and training programs blossomed into happy spaces of creativity and
learning. At the St. Thomas Mar Thoma School in Malad, Mumbai, we witnessed the magic of
collaboration between students and designers as they co-created stories. Our teacher training
program at the St. Thomas Mar Thoma School in Kurar village, Mumbai, was another highlight,
empowering educators with the tools to transform their classrooms through storytelling. LeTS’
partnership with the St. Peter English High School in Vasai, Thane, brought the Storyverse to life for
25 young minds, showcasing the boundless potential of imagination. 
The recognition of our CEO and Co-founder, by Microsoft and DELL Technologies as the DWEN
Woman on the Rise acknowledged the strength of the leading team. As we celebrated our second
anniversary in July 2023, it was a moment of reflection and joy, a testament to the impact we have
made in such a short time. The success of our first crowdfunding campaign in early 2024, spearheaded
by the Young Innovators, allowed us to distribute books to 35 libraries across the country,
significantly extending our reach and impact. Collaborations with the Museum of Solutions in
Mumbai and Teach for India Fellows further enriched our programs and broadened our influence.
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Vision for the Future

As we look forward to the coming year, our vision remains clear and focused. Almost three, we are
committed to expanding our reach through CSR funding. This support will enable us to conduct more
workshops for children, igniting their creativity and love for storytelling. We will continue to enhance
our teacher training programs, collaborating with educators to see how innovative storytelling
techniques can foster engaging and effective learning environments. Newer book titles from LeTS’
stables could reach more libraries, we hope. Our goal is to build a network of storytellers and
educators who can inspire and transform the educational landscape, ensuring that every child has the
opportunity to learn and grow through the power of stories.

Acknowledgements

Our journey would not have been possible without the unwavering support and dedication of so many
individuals and organisations. We want to extend our deepest gratitude to our incredible team, whose
passion and commitment drive our mission forward every day. To our donors, volunteers, and
partners, thank you for your generous contributions and for believing in our vision. Your support has
been instrumental in our success and has enabled us to reach new heights.
Finally, to the children and educators we serve, thank you for embracing our programs and for
reminding us of the magic and transformative power of stories. Your enthusiasm and creativity are
the heart and soul of the Learn Through Stories Foundation.
With optimism and excitement for the future, we look forward to another year of inspiring,
empowering, and transforming through the power of stories.
 

Warm regards,
Alka, Arti and Gayathri
Co-Founders, Learn Through Stories Foundation
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02. WHO WE ARE

The Learn Through Stories (LeTS) Foundation
began as a research project in 2014, supported by
the Tata Centre for Technology and Design and
the IDC School of Design at IIT Bombay. This
project laid the foundation for our commitment to
innovative education using storytelling and art.
On July 8, 2021, we transitioned from a research
initiative to a Section 8 (not-for-profit) company,
dedicated to bringing a validated educational
solution out of the research confines of IIT
Bombay and into the wider world of classrooms
across India. As a faculty-led not-for-profit
organisation, we hold a unique position in
disseminating an education approach developed
at IIT Bombay. With the exclusive licence to take
this intervention to the broader market, we have
been making significant strides right from 2021.

A world in which everyone can learn to learn.

Our story

Vision

To enable children to be creators of content (rather than mere consumers) based on a new pedagogy of
learning through storytelling, and empower them to conceive, design, and distribute educational
resources across communities and the country.
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Mission

Core values 
Creativity: 
We believe in the boundless potential of the human imagination and strive to nurture creativity in all
our initiatives.
Collaboration:
 We value the power of collaboration and work to build strong partnerships with children, educators,
parents, and communities.
Inclusion:
 We are committed to creating inclusive learning environments where every child feels valued and heard.
Empowerment:
 We aim to empower children and educators with the tools and skills they need to succeed and thrive.
Innovation:
 We embrace innovative approaches to education and continuously seek new ways to inspire and engage
learners.



03. OUR  PROGRAMS
AND INITIATIVES
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WORKSHOPS

After exploring newer geographies, the LeTS Foundation made a significant return to Mumbai with a
vibrant workshop at St. Thomas Mar Thoma School in Malad. With the generous support of the JM &
SJM Centre, this event marked our re-engagement with the city, focusing on enhancing student-
teacher collaboration. Twenty-five teachers and twenty-five students participated in interactive
storytelling sessions, group projects, and creative problem-solving activities. The stories they crafted
—such as Pareshan Uncle, Natkhat Cheeni, Lalchi RCB, The Problem Phone, and One Man One
Monster—were expressions of their collaborative imagination, highlighting the transformative power
of creative partnerships in education.

Returning to Mumbai: Creative Collaboration at 
St. Thomas Mar thoma School
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Symphony of Learning: The Grand Finale 
of Our Teacher Training Program

We celebrated the conclusion of our transformative teacher training program at St. Thomas Mar
Thoma School in Kurar village, Mumbai. Educators, much like maestros honing their craft, embraced
storytelling as a powerful educational tool. Their journey was marked by growing expertise and
elevated spirits as they inspired their students to create engaging, contextual narratives. This
program not only refined their teaching practices but also sparked a vibrant enthusiasm for learning
among their students.
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Journey into the Storyverse at St. Peter English High School 
For five magical days

The LeTS Foundation partnered with St. Peter English High School in Vasai, Thane, leading 25 young
minds on an exhilarating exploration of the Storyverse. Through interactive storytelling sessions and
creative activities, the children transformed their imaginative ideas into mini-masterpieces. The
stories they crafted were as diverse and enchanting as their titles, including The Magical Friend and
the Little Boy, Chocolate ki Mirchi, Magic Chappals, A Chocolatey Wish, Tinu's Ride to Space, The
Whispering Umbrella, Chalne Wala Post Box, and The Ant Pilot. The monsoon-inspired DIY Boat
Brigade further fueled their creativity, making this workshop a joyful celebration of imagination,
creativity, and learning.
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Our five-month teacher training program at the St. Thomas Mar Thoma School in Kurar village,
Mumbai, culminated in a momentous celebration. This program equipped educators with the
storytelling tools to revolutionise their teaching methods, fostering a more engaging and effective
learning environment. The final session was complete with reflections on the journey it had been with
the educators, students and the school, and encouraging educators to continue igniting the flames of
storytelling in their classrooms.

Certified LeTS Imagicians: Honouring Our Educators
 
The educators from the St. Thomas Mar Thoma School in Kurar Village, Mumbai, earned their
certification as LeTS Imagicians. These educators have transformed their classrooms into realms of
wonder where storytelling fuels curiosity and learning. Their resilience and dedication were
celebrated, highlighting their pivotal role in shaping the future of education.

TEACHER TRAINING PROGRAM

Empowering Educators: Celebrating the Culmination of 
Our First Teacher Training Program 



A Beacon of Inspiration:

Our Visionary CEO and Co-founder Gayathri
Thakoor, our CEO and Co-founder, was recognized
by Microsoft and DELL Technologies as the DWEN
Woman on the Rise. This accolade reflects her
visionary leadership and steadfast commitment to
integrating innovation with education, shining a
light of inspiration on our entire foundation.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Celebrating Two Years:

A Milestone for the LeTS Foundation
On July 8th, we joyfully commemorated the second anniversary of the LeTS Foundation, marking two
years of attempting to work at how storytelling and art can transform education, collaboratively. Over
this period, we have woven countless tales, kindled young imaginations, and nurtured a love for
stories. This milestone celebration was a heartfelt expression of gratitude to everyone who has been
part of our journey.
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COLLABORATIONS AND
PARTNERSHIPS

Meaningful Collaboration with MuSo
(Museum of Solutions), Mumbai

Our partnership with the Museum of Solutions (MuSo) in
Mumbai was another highlight of 2023. Our LeTS books now
have a cherished place at the heart of this centre, at their library,
where knowledge and creativity converge. This collaboration
promises a lasting and meaningful impact, amplifying the magic
of stories and inspiring imaginations far and wide.

Teach for India Fellows:

Energising Our Programs

 Teach for India Fellows infused new energy into our programs, expanding our reach
across Mumbai. Their conversations have brought the transformative power of
storytelling to more schools and students, paving new pathways for accessible and
impactful education through stories.

Inspiring Readers in Ladakh:

Shatsa Organization 

In the serene landscapes of Ladakh, the Shatsa Organization used our books to inspire
local children during their winter reading program. Through shared readings and
storytelling sessions, children crafted vibrant illustrations and narratives, showcasing
their limitless creativity.
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Engaging Young Innovators: 

Transforming Sparks into a Blaze A special highlight of the year was the leadership of Maya Nair, who
spearheaded the Young Innovators initiative. This dynamic group launched our first-ever
crowdfunding campaign, raising over Rs 3.09 lakh. The funds from this campaign enabled us to
distribute book sets to 51 libraries across the country, reaching new geographies such as Seem, a
library in Dehradun, Pune, and an army school in Abohar, Punjab, in addition to the RNCT-supported
libraries in Mumbai and Maharashtra.

Innovative Partnership with Open
Design School at IIT Bombay 

Our collaboration with the Open Design School at IDC
School of Design, IIT Bombay, added a fresh wave of
creativity to our projects. Together, we have produced
new storybooks and are working on our fourth animation
film based on a LeTS book. This partnership enhances
our storytelling efforts, ensuring our narratives’ reach
and inspiring even more young minds, and keeps up our
walking hand-inhand with IIT Bombay.



Expanding Horizons:

Book Distribution to Remote Corners

Funds from our crowdfunding campaign enabled us to distribute book sets to over 35 libraries
nationwide, reaching new regions such as Seem, Dehradun, Pune, and Abohar in Punjab, in addition
to the RNCT-supported libraries in Mumbai and Maharashtra. These books are opening new worlds of
imagination for eager young readers, extending the impact of our storytelling initiatives far beyond
our initial reach.
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Stories That Connect Generations:

Rafooghar Reading Session

The enchanting world of storytelling sprang to life when Alka read "Matka," a cherished book from the
LeTS collection, to the young minds at Rafooghar, a local NGO in New Delhi. Their captivated faces
and enthusiastic responses were heartwarming, highlighting the ability of stories to bridge
generations. Such moments beautifully reaffirm the profound impact of storytelling in captivating
minds and sparking imaginations across ages.

Instagram Takeover: 

A Surge of Enthusiasm 

Our Instagram takeover by the Young Innovators was a
resounding success, drawing in new followers and thousands of
views on our storytelling reels. This initiative significantly
boosted our online presence, engaging a wider audience with the
transformative power of storytelling.
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Showcasing Creativity:

IAWRT Annual Film Festival
At the IAWRT India chapter's annual film festival in New Delhi, our vibrant exhibits of LeTS books
captivated attendees. This event celebrated diverse talents and sparked meaningful conversations
among like-minded individuals, showcasing the 
transformative power of stories.
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Enlit Kids Instagram Session:

A Dialogue with Prof. Alka Hingorani 

A notable event was the Enlit Kids Instagram session, where Alka
engaged in a lively discussion about the power of storytelling. This
session was part of our broader effort to connect with a younger
audience and share our mission on digital platforms, further
expanding our reach and influence.

Engaging Conversations with Corporates
 and CSR Agencies:

This year also saw ongoing conversations with various corporates and CSR agencies,
aimed at expanding our impact and securing sustainable funding for our programs.
These discussions are a critical part of our strategy to ensure that the transformative
power of storytelling continues to reach more children and educators across the
country.
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At the Learn Through Stories (LeTS) Foundation, our journey is fueled by the generosity and
belief of those who support our mission. We are profoundly grateful to the individuals and
organisations whose contributions have made it possible for us to reach new heights and
touch countless lives through the power of storytelling. Their support is the cornerstone of
our success, allowing us to expand our programs, innovate new educational approaches, and
reach children and educators across India.
We extend our heartfelt thanks to: Sonia Viral Thakkar, Ruta Srinivasaraju, V. Vaidyanathan,
Satyan Jambunathan, Sourabh Purandare, Drushti Munj, Girish Deshpande, Ganesh Gaikwad,
Prasad Gurjar, Sudhir Nair, Jyotsana Mandava, Omkar Keni, Subhash Namboodiri, Babu
Ramaswamy, Navin Karkera, Ravi, Vikram Bhat, Uday Salvi, Bipin Gopinath Pillai,
Ramaprasad Rao, Nilesha Chitre, Krish Mehta, Leena Vijayvargiy, Nandakumar Krishnan &
Ajit Philip, Jayashree Krishnamoorthy, Rohan Ohri, Anchal Srivastava, Susmita Barman,
Aaryan Naik, Mark Benjamin, Padma Satish, Anurag Dabral, Yuvraaj Ravi Madhavi, Mitesh
Vijayvargiy, Kala C. Soni, Vandana Thakur, Neha Nilesh Sawant, Surbhi Lohiya, Mundath
Gopimohan Nair, Tanuja Uchil, Ramani Jayaram Sharma, Pushpa Thakoor, Sneha Iyer, Sujata
Sunil Naik, K. C. Ramamurthy, Dolly Kushwaha, Shilpa Kushe, Pooja Dhingra, Scholastic
India Private Limited, Mamata Asthana, and Neha Soneji.

ACKNOWLEDGING OUR DONORS
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AVM (Retd.) Sunil Nanodkar's strategic acumen and extensive leadership
experience bring a disciplined and forward-thinking approach to our
organisational governance.

06. GOVERNANCE AND TEAM
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Our Board of Advisors is composed of distinguished professionals from
various fields, bringing a wealth of knowledge, experience, and expertise
to guide and support the LeTS Foundation in achieving its mission.

Sunil Nanodkar

Mission Director, Atal Innovation Mission Official
Chintan Vaishnav's extensive experience in driving innovation and fostering
entrepreneurial ecosystems at the nation al level is invaluable to our strategic
planning and program development.

Faculty, United Nations International School
Jaya Ramchandani brings a global perspective on education, drawing from her rich
background in teaching and curriculum development at one of the world's leading
international schools.

Advisory Board Member, Indian Delphic Council
Jyoti Lalvani Karmakar's expertise in cultural diplomacy and her advisory role at
the Indian Delphic Council enhance our programs' cultural relevance and outreach.
 

Managing Partner, V-Reflect Coaching & Mentoring Services LLP
Mamata Asthana's insights into coaching and mentoring are crucial for shaping our
educator training programs and ensuring they are impactful and effective.

Visual Artist
Sameer Kulavoor's creative vision and experience as a visual artist enrich our
storytelling approach, adding a unique artistic dimension to our educational
materials.

Executive Director, Vigyan Ashram
Yogesh Kulkarni's leadership at Vigyan Ashram and his commitment to
hands-on learning and rural development align with our mission to make
education accessible and engaging for all.

Chintan Vaishnav

Jaya Ramchandani

Jyoti Lalvani Karmakar

Mamata Asthana

Sameer Kulavoor

Sameer Kulkarni

               BOARD OF ADVISORS



07. LOOKING AHEAD
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75
Expand Reach: 
Secure CSR funding to support new initiatives
 and expand our programs to
more communities, particularly in remote 
and underserved areas.

Enhance Programs:
 Develop and implement our storytelling
 modules for students and
training programs for educators across newer
geographies, incorporating feedback and
insights from previous experiences.

Increase Impact:
 Reach more children and educators, 
fostering creativity, critical thinking,
and a love for learning through storytelling.

Strengthen Partnerships:
Build and nurture strategic partnerships with national
organisations, educational institutions, 
and corporate sponsors to enhance our 
reach and resources.

Leverage Technology:
 Utilise digital tools and platforms to 
deliver our programs more
effectively and engage a broader audience.

STRATEGIC GOALS FOR 2024-25



08. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Page 29Annual Report

Our incredible team:
 Whose passion and commitment drive our mission forward 
every day.

Our generous donors and sponsors: 
Thank you for believing in our vision and for your invaluable contributions.

Our dedicated volunteers:
 Your time and effort have been instrumental in our success.

Our partners and collaborators: 
For your strategic support and collaborative spirit.

The children and educators we serve:
 Thank you for embracing our programs and reminding us of the transformative power of
stories.



Address:
 1702, Rachanaa Solitaire, Dr R P Road, Mulund West, Mumbai 80

Email: 
gayathri@learnthroughstories.org

Phone: 
+91 8591831721

Website:
 http://learnthroughstories.org/

Social Media:

     Instagram:
     www.instagram.com/learnthroughstories/

     Facebook:
     www.facebook.com/learnthroughstories.org

     LinkedIn:
     www.linkedin.com/company/learnthroughstories/
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